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clear, and vision was but little disturbed. Tbe left eye exhibited no marks of 
disease, with the exception of slight redness of the conjunctiva and increased 
sensibility to light. Being readmitted into the hospital, November 22nd, blis¬ 
ters were applied to the temples. In the evening no symptoms threatening 
apoplexy were observed; and the patient slept soundly until about midniidtf 
when his respiration became suddenly stertorous and difficult, and he was 
roused from bis slumbers by an attack of convulsions. His face was now pale 
and distorted bv spasms; his eyes were fixed and staring, both pupils dilated 
and immoveable; the heat of tbe surface was diminished, and the pulse suppress¬ 
ed. A second attack of convulsions similar to those of epilepsy occurred within 
51 short period, ami affected tbe whole body; the urine and fteccs were passed 
involuntarily. After a brief intermission "the attack of convulsions was again 
repeated, and terminated in death. On examining the body by dissection,'the 
cause of the sudden termination of life was found to be an extravasation of 
blood, extending oyer the anterior part and basis of tbe brain; occupying, espe¬ 
cially, the fossa: Sylvii and tbe middle portion of the base of tbe scull, and 
causing a separation of tbe sulcus between the central and anterior lobes of tin 
cerebrum to the extent of from eight to ten Hues. The extravasated blood was 
■ found to have proceeded from the rupture of an aneurismal sac situated at tin 
angle formed by the union of the cerebral carotid and the artery of the fossa' 
Nvlvii. The aneurism was about the size of a filbert nut and of a perfectly 
oval form. The diameter of its neck was about one line, this was united witii 
mid was formed of tbe proper coat of the artery, which was here tolerably 
smooth, both internally and externally, and somewhat thickened. The parictcs 
of that part of the tumour which presented towards the base of the cranium and 
exerted compression upon the oceuloinotor nerves, were less smooth and pellu¬ 
cid than at its neck, and of a reddish colour, and pultaccous consistency. It 
was here that the rupture of tbe sac had taken place; it was from two to two 
and it half lines in extent, ragged and covered with a coaeulum which adhered 
to the internal surface of the sac. Tbe substance of the brain surrounding the 
aneurism, as well as that in contact with tbe extravasated blood, appeared'soft- 
cncd, in the same manner as is generally observed in cases of apoplexy. Tin- 
vessels of the brain were over distended with blood, and minute bloody points 
were presented on cutting into tbe medullary matter the brain was, fit other 
respects, healthy. The oitly morbid appearances detected in the chest were an 
earthy concretion in the left lung, and a partial change of the semi-lunar valves 
of the heart into cartilage and bone. The abdominal viscera presented no 
marks of disease. 

In addition to the history of the foregoing case, the author presents a synopsis 
of the cases of aneurism of the cerebral vessels, recorded by Hodgson’, in his 
Treatise on the Diseases of the Arteries and Veins; by Norms in tiie Archives 
Generales de Medecine, for 182G; by Jennings in the first volume of the Trans¬ 
actions of the Provincial Medical and Surgical Association; by Chevallier, in 
the London Medical and Physical Journal for 1828; by Blaire, in the second 
volume of tbe Transactions of a Society for the Improvement of Medical and 
Surgical Knowledge; by Nebcl, in the second volume of tbe Handbueh dot 
Pathologischcn Anatomie for 1810; by Hrcschet, in his work on Aneurisms, 
and by other medical writers. 

To these succeed some general pathological remarks upon the case, the his¬ 
tory of which is given in the commencement of the Treatise; we have only 
space, however, for a condensed view of the author’s remarks upon the causes, 
symptoms, and effects of cerebral aneurisms generally. 

Among the most usual causes of aneurismal dilatation of the arteries of the 
brain, he includesall those circumstances which have a tendency to produce an 
active congestion of the vessels of the head; as, organic diseases of tbe heart, 
especially hypertrophy of the life ventricle; diseases of the large vessels, such 
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to press upon a considerable surface of the brain, may give rise consecutively 
to chronic inflammation of its substance or to that particular disorganization 
which has been denominated ramollissement. 

Ihc aneurism itself may terminate either by a spontaneous cure, the sac be¬ 
coming obliterated and converted into a solid tumour of more or less ma<rnitude 
or from a rupture of the sac, an extravasation of blood may take place within 
the cram urn or within the substance of the brain, and give rise to all the phe¬ 
nomena ol apoplexy, or to paralysis ot certain muscles; or in consequence of 
the irritation, of the brain resulting from the aneurism, or indirectly produce d bv 
it, inflammation of that organ may take place, or a change, as we have remarked 
may occur in its organization. 

Aneurisms within the cranium arc most commonly sooner or later destructive 
to life, or impair permanently the functions of certain organs. Of the cases of 
the disease which have been observed, oiie instance only is recorded, in which 
a natural cure took place and the patient’s health was completely restored, while 
six are stated to have terminated in rupture of the sac and the production of 
apoplectic symptoms. 

1 o the dissertation is appended an interesting table presenting a brief con* 
spectus of the cases of aneurism of the arteries of the brain, described by dif¬ 
ferent writers, together with the more important of the facts which have been 
noted in relation to them. D # p # q 


Art. XVI. Conspectus Murborum Juris Ilumanx. Disscrtalio Jnauguralis Pa- 

thologico-Therapcutica . Auctor Julius Lobethal. 8vo. pp. 91. Berlin. 

1833. 

A Hew nf the Disease of the Human Ear . By Julius Lobethal. 

With the different diseases to which the human car is liable, we are as vet 
imperfectly acquainted. Of the true character of several of the morbid states 
of the internal portions of the organ, we arc unable to judge during the lift: 
of the patient, and even after death an examination of the affected parts is at¬ 
tended with considerable difficulty. It is to these circumstances that we are in 
^■eat measure to attribute the comparatively slight attention which many of the 
diseases of the internal ear have received. The pathology of the auditory organ 
is, nevertheless, a subject of very great importance, and demands a full ami 
satisfactory investigation on the part of those who possess the requisite talent* 
and opportunities. 

The work before us, while it presents a very accurate summary of the exist¬ 
ing facts in relation to the more prominent affections of the organ of hearing, in 
the collection of which, the author has exhibited great industry, adds nothing 
whatever to our previous amount of knowledge. As the production of a stu¬ 
dent it deserves, nevertheless, unqualified praise. 

The first disease treated of is, of course, inflammation of the ear. The symp¬ 
toms laid down by the author as diagnostic of this disease, are those peculiar 
to the more acute and aggravated cases of inflammation seated within the cavi¬ 
ty of the tympanum. In the cases of ordinary occurrence many of the symp¬ 
toms ho describes arc often wanting, while others occasionally present them¬ 
selves, which he has neglected to enumerate. 

“Otitis, he remarks, is indicated by an ardent, pulsating, tensive, and lancinat¬ 
ing pain in the affected car, with fever, for the most part intense; a full, hard 
and frequent pulse, cephalalgia anti a sense of constriction in the head, in¬ 
quietude, great anxiety and watchfulness; frequently delirium; cold extremitit" 
fainting, and torpor ol the limbs. There is a ringing in the ears with an obtus 
or morbidly acute sense of hearing. Sometimes the fauces about the orifices of 


